                                                    Community Watershed Alliance

Regular Meeting – Sept. 26th, 2006
        6:30 P.M.  Benson City Hall
 Approved  Minutes             



 PRESENT:


Approximately twenty-five people from Benson, St. David, J6-Mescal, 
 

                                                Cascabel, and Pomerene attended as well as guests from the University of 
                                                Arizona, Federal  and State Agencies/Organizations. 

MTG CALLED 
Meeting called to order by Peter Moran at 6:35. Participants were asked to 

TO ORDER:                           sign-in.   Purpose of donation jar explained.
CALL TO                               No Response

AUDIENCE:

COMMUNITY                       Community Updates included USPP Committees, CWA 

UPDATES:                             Admin/ Steering/ and TECH Committees.  Posted meetings also included the


            The Statewide Water Advisory group meeting in Phoenix, SAHRA Plenary 

                                                Day, and viewing of the national broadcast – EPA Stormwater Management 
                                                from a Watershed Perspective: Extreme Western Climates that featured our 

                                                Manzanita Erosion Control Project and several in the Sierra Vista 

                                                Subwatershed.

                                                Supervisor Searle corrected time for Pomerene Diversion Dam workshop

                                                to 1:00 p.m.

                                                Draft of Sierra Vista Sub-Watershed Overlay Zoning District provided as

                                                As present to BOS work session and the P & Z Public Hearing scheduled for 

                                                October 11th.

                                                Sample presented of Audubon Riparian Habitat Management in Arizona: A 

                                                Guide for Private Landowners Seeking to Preserve Habitat for Birds and Other 

                                                Wildlife

APPROVAL         
            Approval of Minutes was tabled to allow for more time for presentation.

OF MINUTES:                      

FINANCIAL                           Current Balance from Donations and Membership:   $505.00
REPORT:
           

NEW BUSINESS:
DISCUSSION:         Preview of CWA web site, test for feedback and voting process:

                                                            Cwatershedalliance.com

PRESENTATION:  Kristine Uhlman, University of Arizona – NEMO.  Provided update on
                                Watershed-based Plan.  Available through link on website.  Approximately

                                100 plus pages of information regarding our subwatershed: precipitation, vegetation, soils, land management, etc.  When completed, will prioritize subareas for susceptibility to erosion. Plan will provide catalog of best management practices to assist decision-makers. Volunteers needed to review document.  Having a Watershed-based plan gives

                                 ADEQ Title 319 Applicants more favorable consideration.  Several copies of ADEQ Grant Manuals are available.

DISCUSSION:        Blake Thomas, USGS, lead for Hydogeological Investigation for area announced the his reassignment to a new project due to health issues no longer allowing him to conduct

                                 work out in the field.  Jessie Dickinson was introduced and will continue USGS partnering with CWA.

DISCUSSION:        Tom Whitmer, ADWR, provided update on the straw proposal being drafted by

                                 the Statewide Water Advisory Group.  Discussions currently reviewing options for

                                 possible funding for revolving loan mechanism to support water development projects.

                                 Discussion also includes a possible Pilot Regional Management District for the San Pedro – Sierra Vista Subwatershed.  The District could be formed either by State Statue or by voters.  Duties and authorities still at discussion stage.

                                 Herb Guenther, Director of ADWR, doing state tour to present preliminary concepts and receive public input.  Scheduled in Benson on October 23rd.

                                Two subcommittees developed to continue with exempt well and lot splitting issues. 

PRESENTATION:  Dr. Holly Richter, TNC – Water Conservation Efforts south of the border and the importance to downstream users.

                                 Highlights:

· In a new survey of Cochise County residents conducted by the Herald/Review and the Cochise College Center for Economic Research, nearly three-quarters of respondents said they would be more willing to protect the San Pedro River in Arizona if efforts to conserve the river in Sonora were increased.

· Conservation efforts in Sonora are  increasing.

· Non-governmental organizations like The Nature Conservancy, Naturalia and Biodiversidad y Desarrollo Arm—nica (Biodiversity and Harmonic Development, or BiDA) established  a 10,000-acre private reserve in the watershed area in July 2005 known as Los Fresnos.  Rancho Los Fresnos has became one of the last remaining large expanses of healthy native grassland in the region.
· The ranch is being converted into a private reserve to serve as a model for low-cost and low-tech grasslands and wetlands restoration.

· Since it took over the land, The Nature Conservancy, Naturalia and BiDA partnership has been constructing gabion dams as examples of how to fight erosion, stop the formation of washes and arroyos, and recover the landscape. Controlled burns at Los Fresnos are used  to demonstrate their effectiveness in improving grassland and watershed conditions by eliminating invasive, water-hungry shrubs.

· Rancho Los Fresnos is home to the largest cienega  remaining in the San Pedro watershed area. It is fed by runoff from the Huachucas. The cienega feeds into the main stem of the San Pedro. It is the most ecologically important and best protected of the river’s freshwater sources.

· At the far southwestern end of the basin  Cananea and its 35,000 inhabitants with an inefficient sewer system, and  nearby copper mine remain a challenge the system.

· New leadership is employing a more subtle approach.  Instead of lecturing property owners or advocating that their lands be converted into a federally protected reserve, they are helping the farmers and ranchers to improve sustainability without abandoning traditional ways of life.

DISCUSSION:
Mary presented brief historical outline to frame the discussion occurring at the next 


CWA meeting regarding the Benson Augmentation Alternative being considered by the 


Upper San Pedro Partnership. Brief review included:

· Federal mandate for Sierra Vista Subwatershed to achieve sustainability by 2011.

· Problem statement being reviewed identifies need for 30,000 AF of water

      per year to be augmented to system via multiple alternatives.

· Alternatives being reviewed by committees include new water sources from Benson, Douglas, Tombstone, Bisbee, CAP – Colorado River Water,

      and Stormwater capture.

· Bureau of Reclamation facilitating process.  

· Next meeting, Eric Holler – BOR, and Bob Strain – Chairman of USPP to

      explain process in greater detail and answer questions related to

      next steps in the selection process of a set of alternatives to move forward 

      to feasibility study.

CONSIDERATIONS FOR NEXT AGENDAS:
                                         1)  Continuation of SWAGG Progress and Proposals

                                         2)  Water Testing provided by County
                                         3)  Update on Watershed-based plan by NEMO
                                         4)   Augmentation alternatives – USPP and BOR

MEETING ADJOURNED:  Kali H. moved meeting to be adjourned, seconded by Barbara R. 
                                              No Opposition.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Nancy Upp

SUMMARIZED AND PREPARED BY:  Mary McCool




























