Community Watershed Alliance

                                        Regular Meeting – June 27, 2006
                                               6:30 P.M. Cochise College
                                                    Approved Minutes


PRESENT:
Approximately 100 people from Benson, St. David, 
                                    J-6/Mescal, Skyline, and Pomerene attended. Participants included guests from the University of Arizona, State and Federal Agencies, and non-governmental organizations.

MTG CALLED          The meeting was called to order by Peter Moran, 
TO ORDER:               Chair, at 6: 35.  CWA Officers and Technical Advisory Team
                                    introduced themselves.  Peter acknowledged elected officials and

                                    candidates.

CALL TO                   None
AUDIENCE:              
COMMUNITY           Community Updates included USPP Committee Meetings;                                                         
UPDATES:                 CWA Admin Committee Meeting, CWA Tech Meeting, CWA Steering Committee Meeting, and the Statewide Water Advisory Group Meeting on July 7th. 

                                    Kristine Uhlman, U of A NEMO, explained presence of camera crew and filming.  EPA preparing National Broadcast on Stormwater Practices in Arid Areas.  Will be aired Oct. 17th,
                                    possible review at Nov. meeting.

BUSINESS
Business Updates highlights included review of the following:
UPDATES:                 CWA Admin Task Meetings developing accounting procedures 
 

            and forms related to 319 Grant after meeting with Grant Co-
 


ordinator in Phoenix, Steering Committee completing 

                        
                        next steps for COE, SHPO, and County permits required for 319 


            Grant, Riparian Monitoring Team training and progress with field 
     


work; and USPP progress toward ranking Augmentation 
 



Alternatives for the Sierra Vista Subwatershed.
                                     Technical Updates during New Business.

APPROVAL              Letha Reilly moved to approve June 27th Minutes as 
OF MINUTES:          written.  Seconded by John Whiteside.   No opposition.

FINANCIAL             Cash contributions from Donation Jar totaled $ 80.00 with  
REPORT:                  expenses totaling $154.82 due to unexpected equipment purchase

                                   for Riparian Fieldwork. The current balance is minus $ 110.70. 
                                   Funds will be located in three locations:  Petty Cash, Membership

                                   Account, and ADEQ Grant Account – each with formal 

                                   accounting system.
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NEW BUSINESS:

DISCUSSION:          CWA Technical Advisory Team members provided status reports

                                  of several ongoing studies and projects:

                                   Dr. Phil Hielman, Interim Chairman of the Technical Advisory

                                   Team, provided overview of 6 hour retreat held June 29th. Pamela,

                                   Bielke, Technical Director for Apache Nitrogen, will facilitate
                                   worksession to develop a matrix to identify overlapping/duplicative

                                   tasks, or possible data sources/needs, to increase efficiency in data

                                   gathering and to develop an integrated schedule for those studies 

                                   which require coordination with others.

                                    Dr. Hielman, USDA-ARS also provided progress update from NRCS toward obtaining a State Historical Preservation Clearance report for the CWA Manzanita Erosion Control Project.  NRCS, archeologist, and volunteers will walk property on July 6th in preparation of writing report.  In-kind support totals in the thousands of dollars.
                                    Kristine Uhlman, NEMO, provided update on TRIF Grant that will

                                    provide rain gauges for volunteers to aid in collecting data across the subwatershed; well monitoring flow meters to support the County Rural Water Use Study, and provide straining and collection of data from streamflow observation stations. Kristine Uhlman and Dr. Guertin provided 142 hours of services as in-kind match. 
 More specific information to be presented at July 25 Meeting.

                                    Dr. Holly Richter, TNC, provided update regarding the Community Riparian Monitoring Network.  ASU, U of A, TNC, USGS, and volunteers have donated many hours identifying locations, and setting up transects on three properties to:

· Conduct an inventory of riparian vegetation within the Benson Subwatershed to determine where healthy cottonwood and willow forests remain;

· Monitor the ground water conditions associated with this vegetation over the long-term to track changes; and

· Better quantify how much water is actually used by riparian vegetation, to better develop a regional ground water model.

Fact sheet provided.
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                                  Blake Thomas, USGS, provided fact sheet describing 



          ADWR/USGS’ hydrogeologic investigation currently being 
                                  conducted in the Benson Subwatershed.  Study will determine the 

                                  amount of ground water in storage and how it flows thru the system, 
                                  etc.  
· Characteristics of the ground-water flow system, including      recharge, discharge, storage, flow directions, and changes over time, will be defined using existing information and new data collected during the study. Such new data will include  measurements and descriptions of the characteristics of soils, upland and riparian vegetation, agricultural crops, spring flow, and ground-water chemistry; and measurements of changes over in time in precipitation, ground-water levels, ground-water storage, ground-

                                               water pumpage, and streamflow of the San Pedro River and                              

                                               its tributaries. 

· A predictive model of the ground-water system will be constructed by using results of the study.  The model will be capable of estimating changes to the ground-water system caused by an increased pumpage or changes in recharge or discharge. Study is estimated to last approximately seven years.
PRESENTATION:  Carl Robie, water conservation specialist for the Cochise County 
 

                                 Board of Supervisors, provided on overview on the proposed 


                     Cochise County Rural Water Use Study. Mr.  Robie explained this 


         study is not about water regulation, but about having good 

                                 information to make crucial long term planning decisions.  The 

                                 average rural water  use number is not only being used daily for 

                                 planning and zoning decisions, but also for watershed issued that 

                                 affect the long term viability of the San Pedro River and Riparian 

                                 area as well as Fort Huachuca.
                                The current ADWR number indicates domestic well users on 4-acre 
                                 parcels are using around 312 gallons of water per person, per day.  
                                 Mr. Robie projected there are 2.5 people per home using an average 

                     of 780 gallons a day.
                                 Mr. Robie says that 476 wells of the 11,400 in Cochise County 


                                 would have to be selected randomly, and those owners must agree to 

                                 cooperate by having an flow meter installed.

                                 The Board of Supervisors has allocated $100,000 for this study and 



         are looking for funding partners.
PRESENTATION:  Don Pool, USGS, presented initial data from ADWR/USGS 



                                 Geophysical Flyover conducted recently in the San Pedro and 
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        and Willcox Valleys.  PowerPoint slides projected images from the 
 

                                fixed-wing aircraft flown at an altitude of about 300 feet above land 

                                surface.  Images represented Benson’s  portion of the 2,000 miles of 

                                flight lines flown. 
The aerial geophysical data measure the electrical properties of the subsurface sediments. The data can measure the properties down to about 1,000 or 1,500 feet below land surface. 

These properties provide preliminary information about the location, thickness, and depth of water, clay, silt, sand, gravel, and bedrock. Generally, water, clay, and silt have high electrical conductivity, and sand, gravel, and bedrock have low conductivity.

 The aerial geophysical data are just a first step in describing the characteristics of the ground-water system in the San Pedro watershed. The data need to be processed and combined with additional information, such as ground-based geophysical data, geologic mapping, and well data. All these data can then be used to define the amount of ground water in storage, ground-water flow characteristics, and depth to bedrock.  Don and Holly Richter demonstrated use of Capture Map based on similar modeling that is being used by decision makers in the Sierra Vista Watershed.
PRESENTATION:  Tom Whitmer, ADWR Statewide Planner, briefly provided update 



         on the Statewide Water Advisory Group currently meeting twice a 

                                 month in Phoenix.  The purpose of SWAG is to create a stakeholder 

                                 process that will identify a mechanism and necessary legislation to 

                                 encourage and support local initiatives for planning, financing, 

                                 developing and managing water supplies in critical groundwater 

                                 basins.
                                 Participants (approximately 50 representatives from around the state 
 

                                 Including home builders, environmental groups, cattlemen, etc.) 
 

                                 have presented critical water issues found within major areas, and 

                                 have identified what is needed to help them better manage their 

                                 water supplies.

                                As legislative concepts develop, Herb Guenther, ADWR Director, 



        will provide updates across the State.  CWA requested Benson be
                                included as a presentation site.

CONSIDERATIONS  FOR NEXT MEETING:   July 27th, 2006

                                 Panel discussion on progress of  SWAG, and presentation on 

                                 Citizens Volunteer Program.

MEETING                            Kali H. moved to adjourn 
ADJOURNED:                     meeting at 8:35.  Seconded by Letha Reilly. No opposition.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Nancy Upp      SUMMARIZED AND PREPARED BY:  Mary McCool
