Community Watershed Alliance

                                        Regular Meeting – January 24th, 2006
                                                         6:30 P.M. City Hall

                                                          Approved Minutes


PRESENT:
Approximately 50 people from Benson, St. David, 
                                    J-6/Mescal, Skyline, and Pomerene attended. Participants included guests from the University of Arizona, State and Federal Agencies, and non-governmental organizations.

MTG CALLED          The meeting was called to order by Peter Moran at 6: 35.  
TO ORDER:               Peter informed attendees that CWA currently operates from
                                    in-kind supports and monetary donations.  Both would be greatly appreciated.

CALL TO                   None

AUDIENCE:

COMMUNITY           Community Updates included USPP Committee Meetings, Local 
UPDATES:                 Area Impact Assessment Group, BOS work session on the Sierra, Vista Subwatershed Water Conservation and Management Policy Plan Draft, Climate and Water in Southeastern Arizona Presentation at Willcox Ag. Day, Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, CWA Steering Committee Meeting, and Stormwater Committee Meeting.  Smith Ranch Court Hearing Date supplied by member.
                                   Dan Moore, BLM, briefly explained scoping process for updating

                                   management plans for BLM lands and encouraged all to turn in

                                   comments by April.

BUSINESS                 Business Updates included review of the following:  Emergency Steering Committee Meeting to replace RC&D with CWA Administrative Committee as Fiscal Agent on EPA 319 Grant Application, CWA TAC Committee Meeting with presenters
                                    Linda Stitzer – Water Budget, Boyd Kraemer – City Water Issues and Needs, Sandy Kunzer – Dissication Cracks.  Stormwater Committee Meeting was cancelled so that Steering Committee could continue on Draft Bylaws.  Kristine Uhlman and Blake Thomas presented Isotope Study at BOS worksession.

                                    Bob Strain, Chairman of USPP, briefly explained USPP reorganization efforts, and members commented on presentation by  Robert Glennon, author of Water Follies.
APPROVAL              Wayne Fields moved to approve 12/27/05 Minutes as written.  
OF MINUTES:          Seconded by Letha Reily.  No opposition.

FINANCIAL             Cash contributions from Donation Jar totaled $ 47 with  
REPORT:                  Expenses totaling $124.53. The current balance is $44.14 with

                                  $58.00 of  bills yet to be reimbursed.
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NEW BUSINESS:

DISCUSSION:     Tech Report:

                              Riparian Grant – Worksession scheduled for Feb. 9th TAC meeting 
                                   to finalize plans for 4 part study: vegetation, rain gauges, stream flow gauges, and meters to monitor water use.

                              USGS/ADWR Study – bid delay, fly-overs delayed to March

                              Isotope Study Application – County, City, and State Parks adding support letters
                             TAC Feb. 9th Agenda – to include Gary Woodard, SAHRA Presentation
                              Legislative Report:
                              Tom Whitmer reviewed current legislation in House and Senate. Following Bills  are of importance:
                                    HB2431-Real Estate Sales, Water Disclosures

                                    HB2436-Drought, across basin transfers
                                    HB2462-Denial of final platting if  inadequate water supply

                                    SB1044-Rates just and reasonable

                                    SB1141-Sierra Vista INA

                                    SB1143-Financial assistance to small water systems

                                    SB1249-District boundaries

                                    No bill dropped from governor’s office regarding Regional

                                    Management Districts.

DISCUSSION:     Copies of the Sierra Vista Sub-Watershed Water Conservation and

                              Management Policy Plan provided for preparation of BOS
                              Worksession.

DISCUSSION:     Arizona State Trust Land Reform Initiative Presentation by

                             Diana Rhoades, Sonoran Institute, and Holly Richter, TNC.
                             Highlights:

Reform would establish a Conservation Reserve which would stay in state management until transfers are approved by board of trustees. 59 special areas totalling 694,000 acres are listed in the ballot language. 
· 259,000 acres "permanent" reserve (with approval of board of trustees, these lands can be transferred to land trusts or government agencies or cities or counties at no cost. Beneficiaries recognize they can make the Trust whole by protecting some lands, and selling lands adjacent to them to make more money for the trust. Sell less, make more. 

·  362,000 acres "provisional" reserve (with approval of board of trustees, these lands can be purchased and transferred to land trusts or government agencies or cities or counties after paying appraised value, but they don't have to go to auction and compete against developers -- minimum 30 years to pay off lands)

·  74,000  acres education reserve (with approval of board of trustees, the two educational reserves -- Centennial Forest in Flagstaff and the Santa Rita Experimental Range near Tucson will be transferred to the University Board of Regents)
Cattlemen Association’s  Positional Review Packets were made available

for review.

DISCUSSION/     Mary guided overview of  the Draft Bylaws drawing attention

ACTION               to key elements noted in document margins.  Steering Committee

                              proposed that the drafted Bylaws be discussed at the February meeting 

                              with Ratification vote being held in March.
                              Fred Kartchner moved to accept proposed time-line, seconded by 

                              Peter Moran.  No opposition.

                              Copy of the Draft Bylaws will be available for Jan., Feb. meetings and 

                              will be emailed to mailout list.  Those wishing to vote in March must

                              have completed an Interim Membership form and have received a PIN 

                              number.  Forms available at Sign-in table.
CONSIDERATIONS          Possible discussion with State Legislators.
FOR 2/28/06 MEETING:

MEETING                            Barbara Radzykewycz moved to adjourn meeting.  Seconded  

ADJOURNED:                     by Paula Tyler.  Motion carried.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Nancy Upp
SUMMARIZED AND PREPARED BY:  Mary McCool

