Community Watershed Alliance

                                        Regular Meeting – Feb. 28th, 2006
                                                         6:30 P.M. City Hall

                                                          Approved Minutes


PRESENT:
Approximately 30 people from Benson, St. David, 
                                    J-6/Mescal, Skyline, and Pomerene attended. Participants included guests from the University of Arizona, State and Federal Agencies, and non-governmental organizations.

MTG CALLED          The meeting was called to order by Peter Moran at 6: 35.  
TO ORDER:               Peter informed attendees that CWA currently operates from
                                    in-kind supports and monetary donations.  Both would be greatly appreciated.

CALL TO                   None

AUDIENCE:

COMMUNITY           Community Updates included USPP Committee Meetings; Local 
UPDATES:                 Area Impact Assessment Group- Organizational Structure Committee Meeting in Wilcox; P & Z and BOS Public Hearings  on the Sierra Vista Subwatershed Water Conservation and Management Policy Plan Draft; EPA Public Comment Period for Whetstone Ranch proposed settlement of $110,000 and donation of 40 acres to the City of Benson, and CWA Admin, Steering Committee Meetings. 
BUSINESS                 Business Updates highlights included review of the following:
· Local Area Impact Assessment Group reviewing organizational structure – CWA on subcommittee tasked to continue work.

                                                Tom Whitmer, ADWR, explained the Local area impact  

                                                assessment groups are county-level groups created 

                                                voluntarily to coordinate drought public awareness, provide 

                                                impact assessment information to local and state leaders 

                                                and to implement and initiate local mitigation or response 

                                                options.  Current drought category:  in “Severe”, to be 
                                                reevaluated soon – possible change to “Extreme”.

· Favorable response to Sierra Vista Subwatershed Water Conservation and Management Policy Plan at BOS Worksession.  Concern noted with using ADWR water consumption statistic for 4 acre lot parcels: 312 gallons per day per person in 2.5 resident home as basis for determining allowable increase of density using equivalent amount

· EPA ordering construction company and their subcontractors to remove large volumes of demolition waste from the San Pedro River in Pomerene, Az.

· Others:  Center of Biological Diversity Law Suit, BLM filing for Federal Reserve of Water Rights, City Manager Interview by Pat Call on KTAN radio – use of conservation
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tiered pricing to control excessive water use.  Annexation tool for City to retain control of water.

APPROVAL              Barbara Radzykewycz moved to approve 1/24/06 Minutes as 
OF MINUTES:          written. Seconded by Kali Holtschlag..  No opposition.

FINANCIAL             Cash contributions from Donation Jar totaled $ 143.80 with  
REPORT:                  expenses totaling $126.55. The current balance is $61.39 with

                                  $48.00 of  bills yet to be reimbursed.
NEW BUSINESS:

DISCUSSION:     Tech Report:
· USGS/ADWR Study – Hydrologic Investigation.  Blake Thomas, USGS presented several slides to review method of collecting geophysical data with airplane support.  Bid for electromagnetic survey awarded to Canadian company.  Flights to pattern process used in Sierra Vista Subwatershed and will commence within next several months.
· Isotope Study Application – Grant Application submitted with monetary and in-kind  support  letters with from the City of Benson,  Pomerene Water District, St. David Water District, Cochise County, The Nature Conservancy, $ 5,000 by State Parks, $8,000 by Apache Nitrogen, and $60,000 by the Arizona 
                              
      Department of  Water Resources provided over $70,000 of 
                                          Match toward the total project funding request. Notification
      of awards will be in June.

· Riparian Grant –  TRIF grant submitted with Dr. Phil Guertin, U of A,  as Principal Investigator.  Kristine Ulhman and his support used as in-kind match.  Amount requested will provide stream gages, flow meters, and rain gages.
· Riparian (Streambank) Vegetation Monitoring Network being
      finalized with ASU –Julia Stromberg/Donna Shorrock, U of A-

      NEMO, USGS, USDA-ARS, The Nature Conservancy   and 

      local land owners.  Details to follow.  Kristine introduced 

      Roberta McGuire who is developing brochure describing 

      importance of studying riparian areas.
· Gary Woodard presented summary of current activities of  SAHRA - Semi-Arid Hydrology and Riparian Areas
· March 9 – next Tech meeting featuring presentation by Pamela Bielke on the Apache Nitrogen Wetlands Program, and continued organizational planning for April field work for

      Riparian Monitoring Network.

                              Legislative Report:
                              Tom Whitmer reviewed current legislation in House and Senate.

                              Following Bills are of importance:
                                    HB2435-Requires full funding for the Arizona Water Protection 
                                    Fund in FY 2006-2007.
                                    HB2436-Drought, across basin transfers- passed House, in Senate
                                    HB2462-Denial of final platting if inadequate water supply- no progress
                                    HB2463-Inadequate water supply notice – out of committees

                                    HB2465-Regional planning – stalled in House

                                    HB2775- Funding to enhance monitoring sites – not currently going anywhere 

                                    SB1044-Rates just and reasonable

                                    SB1141-Sierra Vista INA - DEAD
                                    SB1143-Financial assistance to small water systems – passed Senate, not out of House committees
                                    SB1249-District boundaries-passed Senate, going to House
                                    SB1256-Funding for Colorado River Riparian Support

                                    No bill dropped from governor’s office regarding Regional

                                    Management Districts.

                                    Revisiting AMA Statues – may allow for smaller unit management than full Basin Status.  Language being looked at, possible basis for draft of new legislation.

                                    Federal Reserve of Water Rights – Result of Indian Adjudication.
                                    The federal government is authorized to reserve lands from the public domain for federal purposes and may reserve sufficient water to accomplish the primary purposes of the reservation .  Problem is how to quantify what the Reserve amount is.  BLM application will be long term process, possibly taking many years.

                                    Relationship between State and Federal water rights

                                    at the heart of many conflicts.

PRESENTATION:     Gretchen Kent, Garrison Plans Officer, presented Water Challenges for Fort Huachuca and its relevance to the

                                    forth coming Base Re-Alignment and Closure proceedings.

                                    Army in transformation – effort to reduce duplication of services-merging to manage for sustainability.
                                    Highlights of Presentation:  
                                    1.  Fort is $1.5 billion economic engine.
                                    2.  2/3 of those employed at Fort are non-military

                                    3.  The future of the Fort lies with the future of the San

                                         Pedro River – Biological Opinion requires groundwater 

                                         pumping and aquifer recharge be balanced by 2011.

                                     4.  Largest threat to post at next BRAC is water.  
                                     5.  Fort Huachuca has made significant reductions in water 

                                          Consumption within the gates, but is responsible for 54% of

                                          the water use in the subwatershed due to interdependent, 

                                          interrelated water uses.

                                    6.  Fort has had to turn away missions due to water issues, putting

                                         future in jeopardy. 

DISCUSSION/            Mary reviewed Draft Bylaws drawing attention

ACTION                      to key elements noted in document margins.  Those wishing

                                     to vote in March must have completed an Interim Membership    

                                     Form and have received a PIN  number.  Forms available at Sign-
                                     in table.
CONSIDERATIONS          Ratification of By-Laws
FOR 3/28/06 MEETING:

MEETING                            Susan Moran moved to adjourn meeting.  Seconded  

ADJOURNED:                     by Letha Reilly.  Motion carried.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Nancy Upp
SUMMARIZED AND PREPARED BY:  Mary McCool

