Community Watershed Alliance

                                        Regular Meeting – March 28th, 2006
                                                         6:30 P.M. City Hall

                                                         Approved Minutes


PRESENT:
Approximately 30 people from Benson, St. David, 
                                    J-6/Mescal, Skyline, and Pomerene attended. Participants included guests from the University of Arizona, State and Federal Agencies, and non-governmental organizations.

MTG CALLED          The meeting was called to order by Peter Moran at 6: 35.  
TO ORDER:               Peter informed attendees that CWA currently operates from
                                    in-kind supports and monetary donations.  Both would be greatly appreciated.

CALL TO                   John Whiteside – Petition for State Land Initiative available for 
AUDIENCE:               for signatures.  Kali H. – Info. on how to retain theriver.com,
                                    Peter M. – Az. Tax Revolt petition available for signatures.

COMMUNITY           Community Updates included USPP Committee Meetings;                                                         
UPDATES:                 Senate NRRA Committee hearing on HB2294, Dr. McRae/EPA discussion on Apache Nitrogen Superfund, CWA Admin Committee Meeting  to prepare for receiving 319 Grant, CWA Tech  Meeting, CWA Steering Committee Meeting, Water Forum/Panel Discussion  with Professor Glennon, Bob Strain, 

                                    and Pat Call, Local Area Impact Assessment Group, USSP combined Committee meetings to select Ex. Director and

                                    begin BOR Augmentation Matrix screening.              

BUSINESS
Business Updates highlights included review of the following:
UPDATES:                 USPP Committee Meetings focusing on Ex. Director Search, review of Applications, Don Poole Modeling tool to determine hydrologic sensitive areas, areas best used for recharge, identification of Lobbying efforts and movement forward with BOR Augmentation Screening Process.  Follow-up with inquiry of process for funding BOR Feasibility Study for yet unidentified project.

                                    Local Area Impact Assessment Group organizational committee 



developed 2 tiered organization structure model, identified 




minimum stakeholder representation, specified selection process of 


Steering Committee to present to larger meeting for approval/ 



modification on April 27th. 
                                    City of Benson and Whetstone Ranch Estates amend Agreement.  


            Groundwater, effluent, infrastructure major components addressed.




Board of Supervisors adopts Sierra Vista Subwatershed Plan.
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            Supervisor Searle added that County should be financially

                                    supporting statistically sound investigations related to

                                    quantifying water consumptive uses with individual wells 

                                    on 4 acres parcels.   County currently using ADWR statistic

                                    of 312 gallons per day per person per 2.5 resident home.

APPROVAL              John Whiteside moved to approve 2/28/06 Minutes as 
OF MINUTES:          written. Seconded by Karen Pike..  No opposition.

FINANCIAL             Cash contributions from Donation Jar totaled $ 49.80 with  
REPORT:                  expenses totaling 101.85. The current balance is $9.34 with

                                  $38.00 of bills yet to be reimbursed.
NEW BUSINESS:

DISCUSSION:                                  Legislative Report:
                              Tom Whitmer reviewed current legislation in House and Senate. This is last week for Bills to be heard.
                              Following Bills are of importance:

                                    HB2294-Regional Water Management – Passed House, Senate Committee doing Strike Over – killing progress.
                                    HB2435-Requires full funding for the Arizona Water Protection 

                                    Fund in FY 2006-2007.  Strong support, will most likely pass.
                                    HB2436-Drought, across basin transfers- passed House, in Senate- strong support, most likely pass
                                    HB2462-Denial of final platting if inadequate water supply- no progress – at a stand still
                                    HB2463-Inadequate water supply notice – out of committees,
                                    movement not promising.         

                                    HB2465-Regional planning – stalled in House, revised language is controversial, not moving.
                                    HB2775- Funding to enhance monitoring sites – not currently going anywhere, no funding available 

                                    SB1044-Rates just and reasonable

                                    SB1141-Sierra Vista INA - DEAD

                                    SB1143-Financial assistance to small water systems –apparently being pushed through according to Richard Searle
                                    SB1249-District boundaries-passed Senate, going to House

                                    SB1256-Funding for Colorado River Riparian Support

                                    Stakeholder group being formulated to develop language allowing for regional management districts with varying levels of authority. Public meetings, Tom will keep us apprized of meeting dates and progress.
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                                   Future Availability of CAP Water: 

a)  About 95,000 af of 4th priority Non-Indian Agricultural Water is anticipated to become available in 2010 as a result of the passage of the Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Act.  About 15,000 to 20,000 af of the 95,000 af is expected to remain in the Pinal AMA with the rest being made available for reallocation.  This water is not going to be free and the actual cost is unknown.  Speculators have estimated the cost of this water to range from $1500 to $3000 per af.  The reallocation of this water will be made by the Director of the Arizona Department of Water Resources.


b)  Another source of water that might be available at sometime in the future for a price, is about 150,000 af of water currently being used in the Yuma area.  This source of water is not currently available and may never become available, but speculators feel that in the next 40 to 50 years there is about 150,000 af of water in the Yuma area that is used for growing low value crops that could potentially become available for a price.  


c)  The Colorado River Indian Tribes also have an allocation which they are not fully utilizing.  A portion of their allocation might be made available for long-term leasing at sometime in the future.  Currently the Tribes are prohibited from leasing their water off of the reservation.                    

DISCUSSION:     Two Grants Awarded

                                    a)  319 Grant for Manzanita Erosion Control Project

                                         Grant provides $27,033 above the In-Kind support

                                          of property owners totaling $18,376.50

             b)  TRIF Grant  - Riparian Grant –  Dr. Phil Guertin, U of 
 
      A,  as Principal Investigator, was awarded.  Amount 

                  requested will provide stream gages, flow meters, and 

                  rain gages.
   DISCUSSION:         Additional TECH Report Items:            
· USGS/ADWR Study – Hydrologic Investigation.  
       
       Tom Whitmer presented one page Press Release

                    indicating airborne electromagnetic surveys will begin  

                    in area as early as the weekend. 

       
        1)  Investigations will refine the definition of aquifer 

                         boundaries and properties.

      
        2)  Understanding the distribution of the silt, clay, and 

             gravel is critical in the understanding of ground-
                         water availability.
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      3)  Using a fix-wing aircraft flown at an altitude of 

            about 300 feet above land surface.  Combined, 
                   
            about 2,000 miles of flight lines will be flow in 
                        designated areas within Arizona.

                   4)  Website for updates:           

                         az.water.usgs.gov/projects/CA000.htm

· Riparian Study – one page summary presented for Streamside Vegetation Monitoring Network.  Coordinated Effort by CWA and member agencies including ASU, UofA-NEMO, USGS, ARS, The Nature Conservancy, and local landowners.
     
       1)  Purpose:
                         a)  Conduct an inventory of riparian vegetation 
                              within the subwatershed to determine where 
                              healthy cottonwood and willow forests remain;

                        b)   Monitor the ground water conditions associated 
                              with this vegetation over the long-term to track 
                              changes; and

                        c)   Better quantify how much water is actually used 
                              by  riparian vegetation, to better develop a 
                              regional ground  water mode

                   2)  Geographic extend of project will include various 
                         sampling locations near St. David and Benson.

                   3)   ASU/UofA/CWA Technical Team Volunteers to 
                         establish transects April 13 - 16
·  April 20 next Tech meeting featuring review of April   

       field work for Riparian Monitoring Network.
DISCUSSION/           Mary reviewed Draft Bylaws drawing attention

ACTION                     to key elements noted in document margins. Kali H. modified language for Article VI, Section 8.a.1 to read:  2 members from the Advisory Committee, 1 Steering, 1 Admin, and
                                    1 Associate Member.
                                    Lorin McRae moved to approve By-laws with above language change.  Wayne Fields seconded.  No opposition shown by raising of voting cards by registered Interim Members.  Unanimous acceptance recorded.
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PRESENTATION:     Dan Moore, Bureau of Land Management provided historical information leading to the formation of the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area, outlined the Bureau of Land Management responsibilities and management strategies.  Dan also reviewed application filing for Federal Reserve of Water Rights for instream flows, springs, seeps and ponds, and groundwater levels within the NCA.
                                    Several facts included in discussion included:

                                    A.  SPRNCA designated by Congress on November 18, 1988.

                                    B.  SPRNCA contains more than 58,000 acres of public land in 

                                          Cochise County.  Area extends from the border to just south of 

                                          St. David.

                                    C.  Scoping Meetings/ public comment period underway to revise  

                                          Management Plan found at:

                                          www.blm.gov/az/env_docs/library/SanPedroRiparianMgmtPlan.pdf

                                    D.  Application for Federal Reserve of Water Rights – 4      

                                          Attachments to Application
                                          1)  Geographic boundary of the SPRNCA as defined in

                                                P.L. 100-696
                                          2)  Stream flow claims based on available records from 1954-

                                               1988 at USGS stream gauges located at Palominas,  

                                               Charleston, near Tombstone.  Babocomari River claims 

                                               based on analogy using data from adjacent Walnut Gulch 

                                               area.
                                          3)  Location of monitoring wells for which ground water levels 

                                               are claimed to maintain and enhance the riparian vegetation 

                                               community.  Studies have calculated that riparian vegetation     

                                               will consumptively use approximately 12,735 acre-feet of 

                                               water per year and the minimum groundwater elevations are 

                                               needed, among other purposes, to supply this water to the 

                                               riparian vegetation.

                                          4)  Identification in table format of each “point” source, its 
location, use and amounts claimed.  Sources include 
springs and seeps, ponds and small lakes, small capacity 
wells, large production wells formerly used for irrigation 

and industrial uses, and any other naturally occurring 
waters.
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CONSIDERATIONS          To include presentation by Jessica Davisson, Director 

 FOR 4/25/06 MEETING:   of Community Planning – Pulte Homes on the new 
                                             agreement reached with City of Benson for the Whetstone 
                                             Ranch Estates.
MEETING                            Paula Tyler moved to adjourn meeting.  Seconded  

ADJOURNED:                     by Karen Pike.  Motion carried.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Nancy Upp
SUMMARIZED AND PREPARED BY:  Mary McCool

